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After a rest at Barrackpur, the Royal party
started for Burma and Southern India. King
Edward in his Indian tour did not visit the
former country, as the present facilities of
travel did not then exist. Therefore the Royal
visit came as a new sensation to the inhabit-
ants of Rangoon and Upper Burma.
For close on a century Lower Burma has
been under British rule, and the sea-borne
trade passing through Rangoon is very large.
Now a railway runs to Mandalay, and though
we have only had control of Upper Burma
for under twenty years, travellers can pass
over the country with ease and safety. The
energy and the labour which this state of
things implies shows the devotion to duty
of the Englishman in the Far East. At
Rangoon the Princess received special visits
from the Burmese ladies, and she found that
in this country the status of women is very
different from that which is almost universal in
India. The Burmese woman is distinguished
for her intelligence and strong character. She
enters successfully into trade, keeps stalls in
the bazaar, and helps her spouse in the labour
of the paddy-field. She even enters into
business contracts with Government officials,
and avails herself eagerly of all opportunities
for higher education. It has even been